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Friends  of  the  Colored  Race. 
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Dear  Friends — Our  brother,  Charles  Stewart  Renshaw,  who  enjoys  our  cordial  affection  and  confidence,  has  stai  d 
the  object  lor  which  we  are  asssociated.  We  do  not  contemplate  action  antagonist  to  any  of  the  existing  missionary 
societies,  but  merely  seek  to  meet  an  exigency  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  they  do  not  extend  their  missions  to  the  W' 
India  Islands.  The  emancipated  population  of  those  Islands  present  at  this  juncture  a  most  interesting  and  iifipe# 
field  for  missionary  effort.  Their  peculiar  circumstances,  and  their  relation  to  the  question  of  American  Slavery,  apjk 
strongly  to  the  sympathies  of  those  who  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  extend  to  them  the  aid  they  so  perishingly  need. 
We  earnestly  hope  our  brother  Renshaw  will  not  be  compelled  to  leave  this  field  for  the  want  of  a  sum  comparatively 
so  trifling  as  that  required  to  place  his  station  upon  a  permanent  basis  ;  and  we  affectionately  invite  the  contributions  of 
those  who  sympathise  with  efforts  for  the  elevation  of  the  long  oppressed  colored  race,  that  he  may  be  enabled  efficiently 
to  prosecute  his  mission.    We  do  not,  however,  solicit  aid  from  those  guilty  of  holding  their  fellow  men  in  slavery. 

Funds  for  this  object  may  be  forwarded  to  Rev.  C.  Stewart  Renshaw,  care  of  Theodore  D,  Weld,  Bellville,  N.  J., 
or  to  any  member  of  the  Committee.  Your  affectionate  Brethren, 

Gerrit  Smith,  Peterboro\  N.  Y. 
Amos  A.  Phelps,  Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  Dawes,  Oberlin,  Ohio. 
f£'l>C'C    SC*c  f<~yi^         i^vt^>       Lewis  Tappan,  Treas. 

.  *    s  Simeon  S.  Jocelyn,  \~N.  . 

^    ^  /I^-^Wm.  Patton,  Jr.,  fey 
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TO  THE  FRIENDS  OF  THE  COLORED  RACE. 


Dear  Friends —  .  .  . 

Permit  me  to  submit  to  you  some  facts  upon  the  condition  of  the  emancipated  slave  population 

of  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  amongst  whom  I  have  been  laboring  for  the  past  eighteen  months. 

The  Island  contains  upwards  of  400,000  souls.    Of  these,  not  more  than  175,000  enjoy  religious  privileges,  of 
whom  more  than  one  fourth  are  under  the  teachings  of  "  blind  leaders  of  the  blind."    Emancipation  did  not  elevate  the 
people;  it  merely  removed  the  barriers  to  their  elevation.    Since  the  apprenticeship  in   1834,  and  especially  the  lull 
emancipation  in  1838,  civilization,  education,  morals,  and  religion  have  rapidly  advanced  ;  but  the  advance  has  been 
made  from  a  state  of  semi-heathenism,  in  which  licentiousness  was  nearly  universal.    So  that,  though  their  improvement 
has  been,  in  all  respects,  great  and  cheering,  the  body  of  the  people  are  yet  far  removed  from  civilization,  purity  and 
religion.    Their  progress  is  opposed  by  two  obstacles,  and  they  are  fearful  ones.     The  first  is  vicious  "  native 
preachers,"  a  class  of  men,  alike  unrecognized  and  dreaded  by  all  the  evangelical  Missionaries,  who,  for  a  "piece  ol 
bread,"  thrust  themselves  into  "  the  priest's  office,"  and  pander  to  the  vices  and  superstitions  ol  the  people.     1  he  sec- 
ond is  the  demon  of  Bam.    During  slavery,  comparatively  little  rum  was  consumed  by  the  slave  ;  now,  its  consump- 
tion is  fast  increasing.     The  distillery  on  the  estate  solicits  him  in  his  homestead,  and  multiplying  "  licensed  shops 
beset  him  on  the  highway.    The  people  are  unprepared  for  this  new  and  strong  temptation.    They  are  unused  toseii- 
denial,  creatures  of  animal  gratification;  and  like  children,  yield  to  the  first  impulses  of  appetite.     I  heir  danger  is 
increased  by  the  facts,  that  all  the  physicians  of  the  Island  urge  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  as  necessary  to 
health;  and  that  the  white  population  universally,  and  the  missionaries  generally,  (there  are  a  number  ol  recent  excep- 
tions,) follow  their  advice.   Thus  authority,  example,  influence,  and  appetite,  combine  to  lead  them  to  intemperance. 
These  are  the  general  facts  in  the  condition  of  a  people  already  beginning  to  exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  the 
question  of  American  Slavery.      They  enjoy  substantial  liberty,  and  are  desirous  to  receive  instruction.     JNay— they 
will  have  it.   Shall  it  be  such  as  will  make  them  wise  unto  salvation,  or  such  as  will  lure  them  to  rum  ? 

In  the  fall  of  1839, 1  was  providentially  led  to  select  Jamaica  as  the  field  of  my  future  labors.  On  the  day  ot  my 
arrival  in  the  Island,  four  black  men,  representing  themselves  as  a  deputation  from  a  church  in  the  interior,  visited  Kings- 
ton in  quest  of  a  minister.  They  casually  heard  of  mv  arrival  and  immediately  called  upon  me,  insisting  that  the  gocd 
providence  of  God  had  sent  me  to  them.  Yielding  to  their  interpretation,  I  accompanied  them  and  found  an  exceeding- 
ly corrupt  church,  scattered  upon  the  St.  Andrew's  Mountain,  a  densely  populated  district.  They  were  at  once  inform- 
ed that  I  could  not  remain  with  them  unless  they  would  dissolve  their  church  organization,  and  form  a  class  tor  instruc- 
tion in  the  elements  of  religious  truth.  To  this  they  gladly  assented,  and  after  laboring  with  them  lor  a  year  and  a  hall, 
I  cannot  hope  that  more  than  ten  out  of  the  three  hundred  original  members  are  children  of  God ! 

After  encountering  various  difficulties,  a  mission  station  was  commenced  in  their  midst,  and  the  premises  vested  in 
ten  trustees— five  ministers  and  five  laymen— who  possess  co-ordinate  authority  with  the  church  m  all  important  action. 
By  the  aid  of  benevolent  individuals  on  the  ground,  and  the  untiring  exertions  of  the  congregation,-  a  sma  1  plain  chapel 
has  been  commenced,  in  one  end  of  which  is  to  be  the  pastor's  residence.  To  complete  this  building,  and  to  add  to  the 
station  land,  upon  which  the  people  may  raise  supplies  for  the  mission,  and  other  necessaries,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  are 
vet  required,  which  the  trustees  expect  will  enable  the  congregation  to  support  the  permanent  worship  ol  God,  without 

appealing  for  foreign  aid.  ...  rri  -T1 

A  Committee  of  several  gentlemen  has  been  formed,  who  have  taken  the  station  under  their  supervision.  1  hey  will 
receive,  and  appropriately  disburse  funds  contributed  for  its  establishment  and  support,  till  it  may  be  able  to  go  alone. 

Very  affectionately, 

Your  Friend  and  Brother, 

C.  STEWART  RENSHAW. 


*  The  people  of  the  congregation,  all  of  whom  are  blacks,  besides  contributing  several  hundred  dollars,  have  given 
already  twelve  hundred  days  work.  Five  hundred  were  expended  in  leveling,  with  their  hoes  a  chapel  site,  and  the 
remainder  in  carrying  the  stone  one  mile,  and  bricks  and  lumber  three  miles  on  their  heads  from  the  nearest  wagon  road. 
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